A Sitefor Sore Eyes and a Few Sore Sights
The Blue Grass Trust announces the 2009 Endangered Properties List.

This year, we have revisited our past lists to praise the efforts made to save properties and bring
attention to those structures that remaim danger. In order to keep these threatened properties at the
forefront all year long, we will maintain a running list of endangered properties on our website with
regular updates. Each yeave will announce eleven properties that are in their eleventluhand need
ourimmediate help

The criterion used for selecting the properties includes historic significance, proximity to proposed or
current development, lack of protection from demolition, condition of structure, or architectural
significance. Thee properties on the running list may be stabilized but not yet saved while those on the
Eleventh Hour list are itihreat of demolition ordeterioration.

The Blue Grass Trustprepared to work with all interested partiés save these sites. Future
generations othe Bluegrass are losing their heritage, one building at a time. It is our responsibility to
preserve the past so that those who came before us willdmemberedby those who will come after

us.

Eleven in Their Eleventh Hour

1. Molly Graves Farmstead, Scafiounty
For over one hundred years, the Molly Graves Farm was the laryBstl acresand the most
valuable in all of Scott County. Today, as a result of sprawling development, this farm is a ghost
of what it once was. To the north and south of Champday in Georgetown are the remains of
two aged brick farmhouses, slumped and deteriorated. According to the current owner, these
houses were in irreparableonditionwhen he purchased the farm from thidolly Graves Estate
in the 198®&. Time and weather nevémprove an abandoned building and these two are
showing their ageThe Vaul Allen Prewitt House was built by a member of this piciaeeity in
1820 Though the brick is failing and
the house is collapsed beyond repair,
much of the original trim and feates
are salvageable. Across the street, th
original 1850 Matthew Patterson
House(right) is in a stable enough
condition to be restored. Because of

home has been destroyed hyeather

andmustbe removed. There isnough
original material remaining, however,
to be able to accurately reconstruct the
home as it once stood, stately and magnificent. In the very near future these buildings will be




beyond repair and salvage and with their demolition, all trace of thestence and the hard
work of their pioneer families will be lost.

Cadentown Lodge, Fayette County
Cadentown, tucked away in the middle of urban congestion in Lexington, continues the
traditions today that were established when it was first formecdeathe Civil War. Founded in
1867 and populated by former slaves and their descendants, Cadentown is representative of the
twenty-five rural hamletsestablishedn Fayette County after the Civil War. The settlement
pattern in most of the South was one sfattered, isolated sharecroppers, but the strong post
Civl War economy in the Bluegrass favored the close proximitghadrito the large farms of the
area Communities such as Cadewn provided the
labor force which sustained the horse farms that
define thisregion

A hamlet would include private residences
with gardens and livestock as well as schools,
churches, and stores. Many hamlets also included a
town hall or lodge that served as a meeting place for
the community. The lodge in Cadentown housed a
store on the lower level and a hall on the upper level.
Built in the late 19th century, the Cadentown Lodge
sits on the west side of Liberty Road. The lodge was
the meeting placdor the Union Benevolent Society #7
as well as the site of many political etengs and
rallies through the years.
Though work has beerode to stabilize the lodge, the
structure is in need of restoration and rehabilitation.
This building represents many phases of American
history and plays an essential role in the story of
AfricanAmericans in the Bluegrass.

. Willis Green House, Boyle County

The Willis Green House, known as Waveland, was built circa 1800 by Willis Green, a prominent
early Kentucky settler. Waveland was the home of the Green family for over 130 years. The
house isone of the few surviving Kentucky Georgian mansions with its broad proportions,

exterior belt course, and extraordinary paneled interiors, some of whose vigorous details are
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as a land surveyor, selecting several hundred acres for himself just south of Danville. Because of
the undulating terrain, 8 OF f f SR KA & 8laying ain &ctivé fole i@thd | Yy R D¢
community, Green serveid the Virginia legislature andas involved in two of the nine

Constitutional Conventions that took place in Danville. He wabthe original trustees of



Transylvania Academy, founded in 1790 and later moved to Lexingt@@83, Green married
Sarah Red in what Lewis Collinsde¥d Yy SR (2 06S a2yS 2F (GKS FTANRG .
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Danville. Their son, John Green, wasmbior1787 and later purchasekde home from his
LJ- NB y i aJohn &rédn ktiidi®@dHaw under Henry Clay and during the War of 1812 served as
aide-de-camp to Governor Isaac Shelby. He served several times in the State Senate and was the
author of the 1833 bill prohibiting the importation of slaves from other ssateKentucky,
which was repealed in 1850 making Kentucky a slave market for the South. Becdbmiogita
Court Judge, Green was an elder in the Presbyterian Church, was instrumental in the
establishment of Centre College in 1819, and helped to found the Klen&hool for the Deaf
in 1822,

Waveland is not only the home of instrumental leaders of both Danville and the
Commonwealth but the house
boasts features that seldom remain
from this time period in Kentucky.
Though the exterior of the structure
needsrepair, especially repointing of
the mortar, the interior features are
well preserved. The landscape
surrounding the house provides clueg &
to the originalestate, such as a »
terracedlawnthat was oncehe front
of the house, now reoented to face
Hustonvile Road.
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earliest record of a store at thiscation appeared in 1845, although it is believidttthe
structure is older. fie store swiftly became a centef the small rural community, providing
meats, dry goods, shoes, fabrics, farming tools, lanterns agustal service. The store also
briefly served as a drugstore in the early 20th century, selling a cure to skin cancer among other
items.
Nestled in the Knob Region of Central
Kentucky, this country store still serves as a
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to the store gather around its original
countertops or warm themselves next to the
Warm Morning Model 521 wood/coal stove.
Unfortunately, due to deterioration of the
structure, it is possible that this uniguural




landmark will soon noéxist According to the current owner, Jean Penn Lane, the store is in the
worst condition it has even been in. Without the fundingfadly restore the building, Jean
maintains it the best that she caAt this time the stoe is only open on the weekends and for
special events, limiting the income and resources available for restoration.

Lawrenceburg Hotel, Anderson County
The Lawrenceburg Hotel was built in 1998
East Court Street in Lawrenceburg. Situate
near the Nofolk Southern Railroad crossing,
the Opera House, and the Louisville Southe@=
Depot, the Hotel was in a prime location for
welcoming travelers throughout the first hal
of the 20th century. Unfortunately, over the
years the hub of downtown moved from this
area and Main Street out to the highway, ‘
leaving the properties surrounding the Hotel
to be relocated, abandoned, or completely
demolished.This building, however, is still
standing with much of its original fabric and
integrity including ornamental trimral stone work, decorative hardware, and stone thresholds
worn by the coming and going of hundreds of busy railroad passengers. The sign reading
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dining room were oone housed. Today, the interior of the Lawrenceburg Hotel has been altered
to serve the purposes of an embroidery shop, an appliance storeasstdrage. The exterior of

the structure needs basic repairs and restoration work.

Shryock House, Fayette Cayn

The Frederick Shryock House, built in 1804, is an outstanding example of the skill and
craftsmanship exhibited in stone construction. Built in the-aalli-parlor plan, the Shryock
House isdid in coursed limestone with
accented corners and arches.r@er
construction simulates quoins with
perfectly tooled stones ofaual size,
rising in alternatingourses from
foundation to eave. The quality of the
workmanship displayed in the window
openings is equally impressive. Tooled
voussoirs and keystones malip the
flat arches above each opening and
support themasonry walls above. The




interior spaces also demonstrate this dedication to quality. Though the Federal mantels are now
absent, considerable interior trim and detail remain. Paneled reveals finisbpbeings of the
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House holds all the ornament, detail, and style of the larger Bluegrass homes and in many ways
retains higher levels of historic integriBecause this extraordinary structure is hidden by brush
and overgrowth on rural land outside of Lexington, the deterioration has remainedfesite,
out-of-mind for many years.

Stephenson Homestead, Lincoln County

The Stephenson House datestoth¢ NI AS&ad Rl &a 2F YSydadzOleéeQa 7T2dz
been built by William Whitley around 1790. Many of the features of this house are shared by the

William Whitley House, which stands nearby asade park. The Stephenson House was

occupied for nore than 150 years by geneians of the Stephenson familg, family very

influential in establishing the court system and roads in the area, and descendents of the

original settler David Stephenson. A list of
early occupants also includes Ann
Vardeman, daghter of John Vardeman
who blazedhe Wilderness Trail with
Daniel Boone. In 195Rebecca
Stephenson Newland died and passkd t
home on to her farm manager and,
unfortunately,it has been deteriorating
ever since. In 2000, the Commonwealth of
Kentuckypurchasedhe home as parof a
mitigation agreement involving damage
incurred during the construction of Cedar
Creek Lake. Aarchitectural study was
completed but no further stabilization or
restoration has taken place with thexception of some emergepcstabilization performed by

the Lincoln County Historical Society in 2004l@ncrumbling south wall, which threatens to
bring down the entire structure if allowed to deterioraterther. Regrettablythe current owner

of the site the Transportation Degrtment, has made little effort to maintain the property
Though it is stabilized and a candidate for restoration, without assistance, the Stephenson
House will continue to deteriorate until it eventually collapses and this architectural treasure is
lost to the woods.




